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How US Taxpayers Fund Roadblockers in Guatemala 

USAID Bankrolls ‘Peasant’ Organizations Trying to Overthrow Government 

 

The road blockades are harming workers the most amid the pandemic. (Claudia Jo-Ríos) 

 

Since late July, 2021, activists and nonprofits led by the Peasant 

Development Committee (CODECA) have been blocking Guatemalan roads to 

demand the resignation of President Alejandro Giammattei and Attorney 

General Consuelo Porras.  

Some of them receive funds from the US Agency for International 

Development (USAID), thus engaging in actions that flout USAID’s stated goal 

of promoting “democracy, economic growth, education, and health” in 

Guatemala.  

The road blockades, however, are harming workers the most amid the 

pandemic, to the tune of 3 million quetzales (US$380,000) per day in lost 

income for merchants and street vendors. 

 

https://twitter.com/claujorios/status/1420745524022370319/photo/1
https://gt.usembassy.gov/es/embassy-es/guatemalacity-es/sections-offices-es/usaid-es/#:~:text=En%20Guatemala%2C%20USAID%20trabaja%20en,econ%C3%B3mico%20y%20los%20servicios%20de
https://www.perspectiva.gt/noticias/un-fracaso-anunciado-gobierno-sin-reaccionar-a-ultimatum-de-ongs/
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Why are peasant organizations protesting? 

Protesters claim the Giammattei administration is trying to cover up its own 

corruption. On July 23, 2021, Porras dismissed Juan Francisco Sandoval, who 

for six years led the attorney general’s special branch against impunity 

(FECI), prosecuting over 200 people, including former presidents and vice 

presidents, government officials, and businessmen. 

Sandoval, who filed an injunction against his dismissal and fled to the United 

States, alleging persecution, said that Porras fired him because he was 

investigating corruption involving Giammattei. On August 24, in a New York 

Times report, Sandoval accused the president of receiving bribes from a 

Russian mining company. 

It is not the first time Sandoval gets involved in controversy. In the 

Odebrecht corruption case, he usurped the role of the solicitor general and 

was part of the transnational alliance that persecuted and jailed the Russian 

Bitkov family in Guatemala.  

Sandoval argued Porras dismissed him illegally and arbitrarily without 

providing evidence of his faults or offenses. While the Supreme Court has 

asked Porras for more information on her decision, she has already assigned 

José Rafael Curruchinche, former prosecutor of electoral crimes, as the new 

FECI head.  

Who is Juan Francisco Sandoval and why is he important to them? 

When he left office, Sandoval was investigating over 100 corruption cases 

involving businessmen, former justice officials, and public servants. Local 

media, nonprofits, and progressive movements supported Sandoval and 

argued his dismissal is a move by Giammattei and Porras, who are 

supposedly part of a criminal network. The protesters blocking roads are 

demanding Sandoval’s return and the resignation of the president and the 

attorney general. 

Sandoval, however, has been a critical piece to impose progressive allies on 

Guatemala’s government through lawfare. He helped some candidates to the 

Constitutional Court (CC) by filing illegal criminal charges against others in a 

bid to remove competitors. The CC has the last word on judicial matters in 

Guatemala.  

A clear example has been his constant confrontation with candidates 

proposed by the Guatemalan Bar Association. He has issued arrest orders 

against winning CC magistrates twice, in September 2020 and in March 

2021. 

Further, the nonprofit Foundation Against Terrorism has filed 15 criminal 

complaints against Sandoval in numerous cases.  

Despite this and other irregularities, the US Department of State (DOS) gave 

Sandoval an award for his anticorruption work in February 2021. After his 

https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2021/07/27/guatemala-exfiscal-sandoval-conclusiones-entrevista-orix/
https://www.efe.com/efe/america/politica/guatemaltecos-mantienen-bloqueos-para-exigir-la-renuncia-del-presidente-y-fiscal-general/20000035-4598977
https://www.vozdeamerica.com/centroamerica/guatemala-exfiscal-destituido-corrupcion-juan-francisco-sandoval
https://aldianews.com/articles/politics/new-corruption-scandal-points-guatemalas-president/66463
https://impunityobserver.com/2021/07/05/bidens-sanctions-target-obstacles-to-socialist-agenda/
https://impunityobserver.com/2021/06/15/petition-of-support-bitkov-family-lantos-commission/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2021/07/30/corte-suprema-guatemana-ordena-explicar-destitucion-sandoval-orix/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2021/07/30/corte-suprema-guatemana-ordena-explicar-destitucion-sandoval-orix/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2021/08/03/guatemala-feci-encargado-jose-rafael-curruchiche-orix/
https://lahora.gt/rafael-curruchiche-el-fiscal-cuyos-casos-se-estancan-o-archivan/
https://independenciajudicial.org/impacto-de-la-destitucion-del-fiscal-juan-francisco-sandoval-para-el-futuro-de-la-justicia/
https://www.celag.org/guatemala-cada-vez-mas-en-disputa/
https://www.vozdeamerica.com/centroamerica/guatemala-exfiscal-destituido-corrupcion-juan-francisco-sandoval
https://www.perspectiva.gt/noticias/un-fracaso-anunciado-gobierno-sin-reaccionar-a-ultimatum-de-ongs/
https://impunityobserver.com/2021/03/08/joe-biden-migrants-strategy-flood-united-states/
https://impunityobserver.com/2021/03/22/guatemala-crossroad-appointments-constitutional-court/
https://impunityobserver.com/2021/03/08/joe-biden-migrants-strategy-flood-united-states/
https://impunityobserver.com/2021/03/08/joe-biden-migrants-strategy-flood-united-states/
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dismissal, the DOS and President Joe Biden condemned Porras’s action and 

reduced US cooperation with Guatemala.  

Some of the civil and indigenous organizations that are participating in road 

blockades have received financial support from the DOS or USAID in projects 

related to transparency, rural development, and human rights. Although 

their impact remains unknown, Sandoval means a cash flow assurance for 

them.  

Writing for newspaper Prensa Libre, José Molina, president of Guatemala’s 

palm growers union, Sandoval’s dismissal is a pretext to create social 

disruption. As it occurred in Ecuador, Chile, Perú, and Colombia, radical left 

organizations take the streets to destabilize governments and undermine the 

image of institutions.  

3. Which are the organizations promoting road blockades? 

Two organizations are leading the blockades and national strikes: CODECA 

and 48 Cantones. Other peasant and indigenous communities, student 

movements, and professional unions have joined them.  

CODECA is a peasant organization created in 1992 to improve rural work 

conditions and development. However, it has been the subject of over 400 

criminal complaints for trespassing, stealing energy, and extorting peasants. 

CODECA allegedly steals 250 million quetzales’ ($32.3 million) worth of 

electricity per year and resells it to rural residents.  

CODECA has received funds from the governments of Norway, Sweden, 

Spain, and the United States. In 2010, despite its overtly political mission, 

the Inter-American Foundation, the US federal agency to promote 

community-led development in the region, provided CODECA with a 

$134,890 grant. In 2016, CODECA also received a grant from Front Line 

Defenders, a human-rights nonprofit financed by George Soros’s Open 

Society Foundations.  

48 Cantones is an indigenous organization located in the Guatemalan 

municipality of Totonicapán. It has no official registration and claims to 

follow ancient Mayan law. In effect, 48 Cantones has become a parallel local 

government in its community.  

In 2011, the USAID supported a project through Rainforest Alliance to 

preserve 22,000 hectares of forest in the Guatemalan highlands. Although 

USAID expected to reduce migration with this project by creating ideal 

conditions and new jobs, 48 Cantones as a rule does not pay collaborators 

and claims all work is voluntary.  

4. What other organizations have received USAID funds? 

The USAID has worked in Guatemala for more than a decade, either 

supporting initiatives of international organizations or providing funds to 

local nonprofits. In 2019, the USAID announced a new collaboration 

https://www.dw.com/es/guatemala-juan-francisco-sandoval-presenta-amparo-por-despido-ilegal/a-58736620
https://impunityobserver.com/2021/05/27/what-transparency-means-ngos-guatemala/
https://www.prensalibre.com/opinion/columnasdiarias/fortalecimiento-de-instituciones-y-aplicacion-de-la-ley/
https://econamericas.com/2019/10/ecuador-strikes-reveal-democracy-brink/
https://fcpp.org/2020/01/30/free-trade-on-the-line-if-marxists-capture-chile/
https://impunityobserver.com/2021/07/12/five-ways-socialists-tilted-the-election-in-peru/
https://www.theepochtimes.com/colombia-is-under-siege-by-marxist-narcoterrorists_3891703.html
https://apnews.com/article/noticias-49fbeb976d1e49c56458c0deb09c5e8c
https://landportal.org/es/organization/comit%C3%A9-de-desarrollo-campesino
https://rebelionlibertariagt.wordpress.com/2017/09/23/codeca-crimen-organizado-e-impunidad-con-respaldo-institucional-de-la-pdh/
http://www.judicialwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/JudicialWatchSpecialReportSorosGT17April2018.pdf
https://glifos.umg.edu.gt/digital/90468.pdf
https://rmportal.net/groups/cbnrm/cbnrm-literature-for-review-discussion/48-cantones-de-totonicapan-1
https://www.climatelinks.org/sites/default/files/asset/document/Guatemala%20-%20Final%20Performance%20Evaluation%20for%20four%20Economic%20Growth%20Office%20projects%202012.pdf
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/politica/usaid-integrara-vision-indigena-en-sus-proyectos-de-desarrollo/
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/comunitario/gobierno-deberia-copiar-nuevo-enfoque-de-usaid-con-pueblos-indigenas-opinan-analistas/
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approach to integrate the perspective of indigenous communities, paving the 

way for more recipients.  

According to the 2021 White House fact sheet on US cooperation with 

Guatemala, the USAID works with Guatemalan governmental agencies and 

private service providers Destino Desarrollos, Agro Atlantic, and InterBanco.  

In total, the USAID has channeled $101.4 million to Guatemala so far in 2021 

and $94 million in 2020. The top three sectors with the largest spending are 

government and civil-society projects, operating expenses, and agricultural 

projects.  

In addition to CODECA and 48 Cantones, the USAID has supported the 

following organizations: 

• Local Nexus 

• Cecchi Consulting  

• Central American Institute for Social Democracy Studies  

• Myrna Mack Foundation  

• Guatemalan Forensic Anthropology Foundation (FAFG) 

• Women International Network for Guatemalan Solutions 

• Foundation for Ecodevelopment and Conservation (FUNDAECO) 

• International Resources Group 

Most of these organizations are either actively participating in or publicly 

back the road blockades. Further, CODECA, FAFG, the Myrna Mack 

Foundation, and FUNDAECO have also received support from Open Society 

Foundations. 

 

Author: Paz Gómez 

http://www.destinodesarrollos.com/inicio#section-7
https://twitter.com/cmiguate/status/1402039660805771266
https://www.interbanco.com.gt/
https://foreignassistance.gov/
https://results.usaid.gov/results/country/guatemala?fiscalYear=2020
http://www.judicialwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/JudicialWatchSpecialReportSorosGT17April2018.pdf

